Hairy cell leukemia: effect of 'hairy' cells on normal granulopoiesis in vitro.
The effect of 'hairy cells' (HC) on proliferation of normal marrow granulocytic progenitor cells (CFU-C) was studied in vitro, using cells obtained from the blood, spleen, and bone marrow from eight patients with hairy cell leukemia (HCL). Hairy cells of hairy-cell-conditioned media (HCCM) did not stimulate proliferation of normal CFU-C. Furthermore, HC and HCCM did not inhibit the growth of CFU-C induced by normal colony stimulating factor (CSF) or by feeder layers of normal blood leukocytes. These results confirm previous reports showing the inability of HC to produce CSF and suggest that inhibition of CFU-C proliferation, as measured by this technique, is not an important mechanism in the neutropenia observed in HCL.